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Date: May 21, 2013

To: Thomas J. Bonfield, City Manager
Through: Keith Chadwell, Deputy City Manager
From: Kevin Dick, Director - Office of Economic and Workforce Development
Subject: Contract between the City of Durham and RKG Associates, Inc for 

$52,250 for Economic Assessment of Targeted Neighborhoods of the 
City

Executive Summary
This item seeks City Council approval of a contract between the City of Durham and RKG 
Associates, Inc for $52,250 for Economic Assessment of Targeted Neighborhoods of the City

Recommendation
The Office of Economic and Workforce Development recommends that City Council 
authorize the City Manager to execute a contract in the amount of $52,250 with RKG 
Associates Inc.

Background
In 2005, RKG was selected by the City’s Office of Economic and Workforce Development 
(OEWD) to conduct an economic assessment report for the boundaries of Police District 1 
(emphasizing Northeast Central Durham /Old Five Points) and Police District 4 (the
Fayetteville Street corridor). There have been some significant investments in these 
communities during the last eight years; such as: the Holton School renovation, Hope VI 
(Few Gardens replacement) project, the creation of Joe Bushfan’s restaurant, a new Sav-a 
Lot grocery store, Durham rescue Mission major expansion, relocation of Eastern Carolina 
Organics, Y.E. Smith renovation, Angier-Driver Streetscape project, new buildings added to 
NCCU campus, Southside Revitalization project, Whitted School renovation, etc.  OEWD 
anticipates RKG will deliver a current fiscal and economic market analysis, a real estate 
analysis, and a development plan. Developing this strategy for neighborhood development 
will expand the knowledge the City so that it can utilize its resources optimally, as it designs 
policies and programs to direct economic development activities in the neighborhoods.

Issues/Analysis
A major priority of the City of Durham is increasing and strengthening the economic stability 
and vitality of its low and moderate-income neighborhoods.  To effectively address this
priority, it is essential that the City conducts an economic assessment as a first order of 
business to formalize its economic development efforts in two targeted area neighborhoods. 

Developing a strategy for community development from the economic assessment will 
enable the City to understand what policies and strategies are needed to guide economic 
development activities in its neighborhoods.  The economic assessment will serve as a 
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baseline on which to proceed while identifying short and long term actions that form the basis 
of a long term economic development plan.

Alternatives
The City Council could choose not to award a contract that would provide an economic 
assessment of the targeted neighborhoods.

Financial Impact
Funding would come from the general fund for $52,250.

SDBE Summary
An SDBE Summary is inapplicable because no project-specific goals have been set and no 
SDBEs are involved in this item.

Attachment 
Contract between the City of Durham and RKG Associates Inc. to provide Economic 
Assessment of Targeted Neighborhoods of the City, containing 14 pages.  


